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The evening services as well as the 10:30 am 
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be live streamed. 

Christmas Eve 

5:00 pm – Traditional Family Service 
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8:00 am and 10:00 am 
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Notes to Greeters: Please note on your personal cal-
endar, and trade with someone if you have a conflict.  
Badges are in the Volunteer Room.    
More Greeters are always welcome.  
Please call Judy Meyr (429-5354) if interested in this 
service to the Lord.  

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
9733 Olive Boulevard  

Olivette, Missouri 63132  
Church Phone:  (314) 993-2394 
School Phone:  (314) 993-5004  
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CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS 

Greeters 
A Greeter Schedule is not included in this Anchor since 
specific guidelines for future services are not known at 

this time. Thank you to everyone who has served 
Immanuel in this capacity! Your willingness to welcome 

people to church is so important and appreciated! Watch 
for forthcoming info on resuming the greeter program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FIELDWORKERS 

Justin Cullen, Janis Mitkits, Matthew Riley, 
Christian Dollar 

VICAR 

Paul Snyder                        Worship Coordinator                
& Choir Director 

Samuel St. John 

DAY SCHOOL FACULTY 

Matthew Springer Grade 8 
Brenda Hente Grade 7 
Jamie  Hart Grade 6 
Clayton Erdmann Grade 5 
Esther Dunlop Grade 4 
Cathy Tanney Grade 3 
Chris Meyr Grade 2 
Beth Carter Grade 1 
Jenn Riley Kindergarten 
Bethany Greatens Pre-Kindergarten 
Kim Cullen Preschool 
Cheri Fitzgerald Jr. Preschool 

 

Official Acts 

BAPTISM 

Alanna Schlimpert September 26, 2020 

RELEASED 

Blake Rabe to Ascension Lutheran, St. Louis 
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Blessed Advent! Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! Those words don’t 
have quite the ring of joy and cheer that they used to; at least not this year. 
Now to be honest, I want to feel all of the anticipation, hope and joy that 
these greetings bring but instead I find myself grieving over what I am 
missing. How about you? Now to be sure, there is much over these past 
months of COVID that has been taken from us that may leave us grieving the 
loss.  

Many of us grieve the way of life that we don’t have. We can’t go where we want; we can’t gather as we 
want, we grieve the loss of liberties. We can’t do anything unless we wear a mask; and even then we 
dare not get too close to others. Work has changed; school has changed, and for both it often means 
spending hours looking at some sort of screen to get through the day. Some have lost jobs or had hours 
cut; businesses have lost customers, revenue and employees. All of us have lost the unrestricted human 
contact with others—family, friends, loved ones and even strangers who might one day become a friend. 
Out of our hospitals and nursing homes comes the loss of loved ones’ interaction when the need might 
be the greatest; some grieve because they have either lost a loved one to COVID or because of it and 
various restrictions, were prevented from being beside when last breaths were taken. And so we grieve.  

It would be nice to be able to say that in the church we have been spared the grief brought on by 
COVID, after all, we are the Church—God is in our midst! Even so, we still grieve the loss of contact 
and interaction with a large portion of our congregation. We grieve that there are so many who have not 
had the opportunity to receive the Lord’s Supper, either they cannot be visited or prefer to not be out and 
about until things are safer. We grieve the masks and distance and limitations on attendance; we grieve 
the necessity of holding Bible studies, Sunday school and church meetings on Zoom. We grieve for 
what these past months of COVID might mean for the future of Immanuel’s worship life. 

We often associate grief with the death of a loved one; but degrees of grief can follow any loss we 
experience. The apostle Paul is certainly speaking of the loss of loved ones when he says, “We don’t 
grieve as others do who have no hope,” but this encouragement is also a reminder that we have a hope 
that endures in the midst of all our grief—no matter the loss.  

That hope is ours as we anticipate the promised Advent of our Lord and Savior; that hope is ours as we 
join the shepherds in journeying to the manger at Christmas; and that hope is ours as we begin the New 
Year knowing that our Savior is Jesus Christ, the One who is the same yesterday, today and forever.  
And while we may grieve the losses in our life, COVID or otherwise, we do so knowing the hope and 
certainty that is ours in Jesus, for he is the One who has come, the One who comes even now in His 
Word and Sacraments and the One who has promised to come again.  

Blessed Advent! Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! 
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By Principal Wendy Morris 

ILS Update 

We are in the second quarter of our school year and as of November 5
th
 

we have completed 51 school days with no cases of Covid-19. Eleven 
percent of our students have health issues or someone in the household 
with health issues so they continue to learn from home. We have 20 
students enrolled 
in preschool (last 
year we had 46) 
and 123 in our K-
8

th
 grade 

program (last 
year we had 
120). 

 

Thank You to Our 2020 Graduates 
Thank you to our 8th graders who graduated this past May (and were recognized at a graduation ceremony in 
June) and gave an unprecedented gift to Immanuel. These 13 students and their families had worked hard to raise 
funds for a trip to Chicago that ended up being cancelled due to Covid-19. While the calendar moved toward high 
school, the students were tasked with what to do with the funds raised. This is a mighty great task for middle 
schoolers who for years looked forward to their eighth grade trip during the last weeks of their eighth grade 
school year. 

The eighth graders were given the opportunity to vote on where they would like to give their hard earned $5,996. 
Even though they were disappointed with a cancelled trip, they stepped up in a BIG way. The students discussed 
with their families on what they would like to fund. The students then selected the following items. 

Enrich Classroom Libraries: $1,000 

This funded 91 additional multicultural books into classroom libraries. 

New Microphones for Musical Productions: $1,596 

As of today, a musical production may not be possible in spring 2021.  

When musicals safely return, the message of Christ shared will be more easily heard. 

Additional Scoreboard in the Gym: $1,000 

The new scoreboard will be installed during Christmas break. 

The graduates funded 17% of the scoreboard. 

The ILS Athletics Fund paid for the remainder through some of the funds raised at the golf 
tournament. 

Financial Aid: $2,400- Families of three students were able to attend this year due to the generosity of the 
2020 graduates. 

Thank you to everyone who attended the 2020 eighth grade sponsored fundraisers or donated time or items to 
their fundraisers. You also contributed to these blessings as well. 

Immanuel Lutheran School’s Mission 

Responding to God’s grace through Christ, Assisting families with whole 
child development, and Preparing children for God’s service. 

Theme 2020-2021 Be Kind, Gentle, Humble, and Patient – Colossians 3:12 

Partnering with Families to Prepare God’s Children for the Future 
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Congratulations 

We commend our fifth grade teacher, Mr. Clayton Erdmann, on 
completing his Masters of Education Degree online through Concordia 

University-Seward, Nebraska. Thank you, Clayton, for your 
commitment to continuous learning. 

 

 

 

Dine Out for a Cause 
Support our school and have a delicious dinner! Order NOODLES (Creve Coeur location) online 
or order at the restaurant on December 18 and earn 30% for Immanuel!  You can also 
purchase a Scrip gift card to NOODLES and then use that gift card to buy the food on Dec. 18 
for an extra 8% for the school!  
 Each participant must present a flyer (either hard copy or electronic image on smart phone / tablet) to 
the cashier at the time of purchase so your group will get credit for the sale.   
For online and Noodles APP orders, at online checkout enter Offer Code: GIVING30. 
 

Use this flyer when you order: 

 

https://order.noodles.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.olo.noodles&hl=en_US
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News from North 
Lutheran High School North is doing well. The second quarter of the school year gave 
Crusaders the option of attending in person four days per week, be all virtual, or do two days 

of each. The football team was allowed to start play and will vie 
for the District Championship on Nov. 13. A win would place 
them in the State playoffs and give them an opportunity to 
defend their title as State Champs. 

 

Two Immanuel members received the prestigious honor of being named “Student of the 
Quarter” for being exemplary Crusaders. Hearty 
congratulations to freshman Allison Cullen and junior Nick 
Ballenger and to their parents, and thanks to God for their 
dedication to Christian education. 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Club Sausage 

Tremendous thanks to everyone who ordered sausage! Sales were only slightly less than in other 
years. The Men’s Club was extremely pleased with the cooperation and service provided by 
Wenneman’s Meat Market. We hope our members and friends enjoy their Men’s Club sausage and will 
look forward to the next sale. 

Immanuel Camp Out 2021 
Join the Fun! 

The annual Immanuel Campout at Sam Baker State Park is scheduled 
for Sept. 17-19, 2021. It's a fun, relaxing and safe get-away! Three 
cabins are still available, but don't delay. Reservations must be made 
by Dec. 31 by calling Barb Meyr, 314-423-8944.  

Immanuel’s “Surviving the Holidays” seminar scheduled for 
November 8 was canceled due to lack of registrants. Although we 
cannot know the reason(s) behind the lack of enrollment, we 
suspect our online format might have been one deterrent. Looking 
ahead, we cannot assume that we will return to in-person 
meetings in the near future. Both current Immanuel policy and the 

concerns of our GriefShare facilitators rule against this. 

We have decided against offering another “Surviving the Holidays” in December, but at this 
time we plan to offer the single-session “Loss of a Spouse” on February 7, 2021, and the 13-
week “GriefShare” series beginning on February 21, 2021. Watch for updates in the weekly 
announcements and the February-March Anchor. Please join us in prayer that God would lead 
those who are grieving to join us for our sessions in the new year. 
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Gift Cards for Good! Order yours for Christmas! 
Immanuel School is still selling gift cards to benefit all students! Our SCRIP ladies are still 
selling in person after some services and the website is available 24/7. You can order online and 
pick it up at church the following week. 

Check out the SCRIP site: https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/   

NEW APP! SCRIP also has a new app  (RAISE RIGHT) that is really easy to use and you can 
get your gift card within minutes on your phone. 

Order forms are also available at church. 

 BUY SCRIP FOR OUR UPCOMING 
DECEMBER DINE-OUT TO NOODLES.  
IMMANUEL GETS 8% BACK FROM 
EVERY NOODLES SCRIP PURCHASE!  

Retailer 
Re-
bate Denom Qty 

Total 
$ 

Amazon 3% $25   

AMC Theatres 8% $25   

Applebee's 8% $25   

Barnes & Noble 9% $10   

Bath & Body Works 13% $10   

Bath & Body Works 13% $25   

Best Buy 4% $25   

Bob Evans 10% $10   

Buffalo Wild Wings 10% $25   

BRANNEKY 10% $10/25   

Build-a-Bear 8% $25   

Burger King 4% $10   

Dick’s Sporting 8% $25   

Dierberg’s 4% $25   

Disney 4% $25   

Foot Locker 9% $25   

Gap/Old Navy/Athleta 14% $25   

Hardee’s 5% $10   

Home Depot 4% $25   

iTunes 5% $25   

Jack in the Box 4% $10   

Kohl’s 4% 
$25/10

0   

Lowe’s 4% $25   

Macy’s 10% $25   

Maggiano’s/Chili’s 11% $25     

Contact Katie Krenning at the number or email below 
and the gift cards can be left at church for pickup.   

You can also order online for physical cards, electronic 
gift cards, or to reload your current gift cards at:  

www.shop.shopwithscrip.com and enter code: 
DDA8DC641226  

 contact Katie Krenning: immanueldayscrip@gmail.com  
or call  314-567-5828 

Retailer 
Re-
bate Denom Qty Total $ 

Michael’s 4% $25    
Olive Garden/Red 
Lobster/ Longhorn  9% $25    

Panera 9% $10/$25    

Pizza Hut 8% $10    

Shop N Save 4% $25    

Starbucks 7% $10    

Subway 6% $10    

Target 3% $25    

Total Wine 5% $25/100    

TJ Maxx/
Marshalls 7% $25    

Walgreens 6% $25     

Walmart/Sam’s  3% $25     

Wendy’s 4% $10     

Whole Foods 3% $25     

Shutterfly 9% $25     

https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
https://shop.shopwithscrip.com/
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT LIGHT OF CHRIST 

 

On September 20th, Light of Christ was very blessed to be able to hold a baptism by the grace of 
God. We are so happy to welcome our newest sister, Lily Zhao, into our family! Read Lily’s 
testimony below: 

“I came to Light of Christ church and to God by God’s mercy. I was baptized by faith and became 
a Christian and God’s child. It has been a long-time wish of mine to become a Christian. Today 
my wish has come true. I am very proud and happy. Thanks be to God! 

It has been over three years since I came to the United States. I set some goals for myself; for 
example, get a driver’s license and learn some basic English. 
However, I was unable to achieve these goals. I felt that I had done 
nothing since I came to the U.S. But this is not true anymore. I 
became a Christian: the greatest achievement of all. 

I remember that God called me six years ago when I was in China. I 
had a severe disease at the time. The company I worked at was also 
in a bad situation. It was a low point in my life. I was sad and 
depressed. Luckily, I met a Christian colleague and accepted her 
invitation to visit a church. We came to God’s holy temple, listened to 
God’ words and sang hymns, where I suddenly felt God’s call. I 
surrendered my heart to God through the beautiful hymns. I couldn’t 
help crying; my heart was filled with God’s presence. All my 
depression, worries, and sadness were released with my tears. It was 
like I was reborn; life became pleasant and I became happy. Since 
then, I face each day knowing I have Jesus and my faith. I often come 

to church to worship God. I trust in God. God’s love and mercy 
fill me with warmth; they make me both spiritually and physically 
healthy. 

I kept hoping to be baptized, but this was delayed by my 
immigration plan. My wish finally came true today at Light of 
Christ. I realized that God will provide the best timing and 
arrangement for everything. All I need to do is have faith and be 
willing to follow Jesus Christ. I have had peace and joy ever since 
I believed in Jesus.  

I also want to thank Mrs. Becky Shaw, who introduced me to Light 
of Christ; Sister Liyin and her husband, who provided 
transportation for me when I went to church for the first time, and 
the brothers and sisters, who studied the Bible with me in Basic Christianity Class. I also want to 
thank Pastor Lim and Sister Helen for this Baptismal ceremony. Thanks to all brothers and 
sisters who witnessed my baptism. Thanks to the Lord! 

Amen!” 
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 Sincere thanks to everyone for their donations to the LWML Mite Program in October. The 
Guild is thrilled to be able to continue supporting this extremely beneficial program, even in 
the midst of a pandemic. Multiple mission projects worldwide will be better 
able to further God’s kingdom as a result of the Mites contributed. 

 Thank you, also, to Guild members for responding to the election and survey 
mailing. Newly elected officers are Sheri Loock – treasurer and Rita Eckert – 
vice president. Even though the majority opted for gathering in January 
rather than in November, it is still not certain that we will have a meeting in 
January. Immanuel guidelines and concern for safety will dictate the 
decision, so please stay tuned.  

 The new winter LWML Quarterlies are in, so be sure to pick one up from the table in the 
church entrance. In it you’ll find interesting articles about prison ministry, deaconess 
program, and more, as well as Bible studies. 

 Since a Seminary Guild report is given at each meeting, here are some updates. All service 
projects for 2019-2020 were funded and a project budget of $18,000 will be ratified at the 
first meeting held in 2021, whenever that will be. Donations to the “Seminary Guild Fund” 
can now be made online through the Seminary website, csl.edu, or by check payable to 
Concordia Seminary Guild and sent to Mary Jane Autry, 7609 Fleta St., 63123. As of now 
(and subject to change), a Food Bank Shower is scheduled for Feb. 5, 2021; Laudamus, 
Concordia Seminary choir on Mar. 19; Academic Year Report on May 7.  

 Did you know? Immanuel has two weekly Bible studies for women. Both 
are held online through Zoom. Carla Krazl leads a study of 1st and 2nd Peter 
on Sunday mornings at 9:40. Look for the link in the weekly Announcements 
and on Immanuel’s website (Connected – Member Login with password 
176years – scroll down to Bible Studies). The second is a Lifelight study on 
Proverbs on Monday mornings at 9:00. Contact Barb Kiehl, 434-8930 or 
barbkiehl@sbcglobal.net for materials and the link. If you are comfortable 
using Zoom, please consider joining in!  
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Cards for Immanuel Homebound Family 

Embrace our Immanuel Homebound Family by sending Christmas cards. Our members are 
always grateful to be remembered by their Immanuel Family. The cards are available while 
supplies last in packets of 21 with a list of our homebound in a tote at the church entrance or by 
the mail box in the atrium. Thank you to Sheila Stelzer for donating Christmas cards. Cards will 
be picked up from the mailbox or tote on Sunday, December 6 at 10:30 a.m. 

A list of our homebound family is also available by the church entrance or in the atrium. 
January birthday is Larry Greenway. Cards are due by Sunday, January 3 at 10:30 a.m. 

February birthdays are Helen May, Richard Crane, Marilyn Weinstock, Donna Leeser and 
Patricia Whitener. Cards are due by Sunday, February 7 at 10:30 a.m. 

Questions? Contact Diane Tallyn (314) 910-2032 or email diane_tallyn@hotmail.com. 

Food Pantry Donations 

Immanuel is very grateful for everyone who faithfully supports our community food pantries. Special thanks to 
Margo Loebs for organizing her team of Immanuel Crafters to purchase food pantry donations and using Thrivent 
money. A total of three car trunks full of donations were delivered! Our Jewish Food Pantry and Concordia Food 
Bank were delighted to receive so many donations.  
The Jewish Food Pantry saw 6500+ customers each month before the crisis. Today, they are seeing 7500+ 
customers monthly and look for a greater number of customers in the near future. The Concordia Food Bank 
supports 200 students and their families. Your food pantry donation, no matter the size, is helping our community 
in need. Food pantry donations may be left in the red tote at the church entrance or on the Food Pantry table near 
the church elevator at any time. 

December 1 - box of cereal 

2 - peanut butter 

3 - stuffing mix 

4 - boxed potatoes 

5 - macaroni & cheese  

6 - canned fruit 

7 - canned tomatoes 

8 - canned tuna 

9 - dessert mix 

10 - applesauce 

11 - canned sweet potatoes 

12 - cranberry sauce 

13 - canned beans 

14 - box of crackers 

15 - package of rice 

16 - oatmeal 

17 - pasta 

18 - canned spaghetti sauce 

19 - chicken noodle soup 

20 - tomato soup 

21 - canned corn 

22 - canned mixed vegetables 

23 - canned carrots 

24 - canned green beans 
 

December Food Pantry Advent Calendar 
Pick up a copy of the Food Donation Calendar (December 1-24 suggested daily food pantry donations to bring 

in weekly) available inside the church entrance and on the Food Pantry table near the church elevator. 

Thank You Notes 

“Your donation to the Concordia Seminary Food Bank is much appreciated by our 
family! Having this resource to relieve our finances is God's provision. We have 
two children, ages 11 and 15.” -- Aaron, Jill, Nathan, & Faith Levenhagen 
 

“Thank you very much for your prayerful and generous support of the Concordia 
Seminary Food Bank. The Food Bank has been a tremendous blessing to us, 
especially during the uncertainties of COVID-19. We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness. May God bless and keep you in His care!” -- In Christ, Ryan and 
Kari Maser 
 

More "Thank You" notes can be found on the Food Pantry table near the church elevator. 
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Thanksgiving Food Offering and Christmas Gift Collection 
The ongoing COVID-19 virus continues to affect us all in many ways. The Community Care Team wants to 
continue some aspects of our Thanksgiving Food Offering and Christmas Gift Collection, but in a modified manner, 
since we cannot currently gather and drop items off in the church building as we usually do. We typically collect 
non-perishable food items during the week of Thanksgiving and save them to deliver the week before Christmas, 
along with a fresh ham and gifts from our Christmas collection. The dinners and gifts are given to families from 
the Lutheran Community Center at Transfiguration Lutheran Church in North St. Louis City, as well as several 
families from Nurses for Newborns.  

 This year, we’re not going to collect the non-perishable items. However, the Community Care Team will still 
deliver hams for the families directly to the Lutheran Community Center. Thank you to Dot and Ted Hanske for 
arranging a Thrivent gift card to help purchase the hams! Instead of asking our members to sign up to sponsor a 
child’s gift, the CCT is going to purchase a $25 Walmart gift card for each of the 40 children through PSCE. The 
Director, Shirley Booker, will distribute the gift cards to the parents, along with a fresh ham for Christmas 
dinner. If any of our Immanuel members would like to support this collection by donating the customary $25 for a 
child’s gift, you are welcome to participate in this way. Checks made out to Immanuel (with "CCT Donation" in 
the memo) can be mailed or dropped off at church. We know that the families look forward to our dinners and 
gifts every year, and we aren’t going to let COVID-19 stop us! Thank you if you choose to contribute this year! 

 Please contact Diane Tallyn (Cell 314-910-2032) or Suzanne Hough (314-346-6310) with any questions.  

 

Ushers Needed! 

Please consider volunteering to be an usher. Our teams are in short supply, and we especially need 
ushers for the upcoming Christmas services. There is no rule that says the ushers need to be men, so 
women, consider volunteering! Also, families should consider partnering up with a spouse or teenage 
son/daughter or grandchild. Contact Tom Murray by email at murray23@juno.com or by phone, 314-324
-0487 or 314-807-4105. Thank you! 

 

Immanuel’s Library News 

The winter months provide an opportunity to step back from some things and 
refocus on areas we might have let slide through summer and fall. Immanuel’s 
Resource Library (Elevator Library) has many readable titles to bolster our 
Christian life. 

A very recent title is Family Wellness: Raising Resilient, Christ-Purposed Children 
by John D. Eckrich, MD. This concise book covers parental roles and strategies 
helpful from prenatal through grandparenting. 

More of us are finding ourselves in the role of caregiver and focusing less time 
and effort on our own wellness. Weary Joy - The Caregiver’s Journey by Kim 
Marxhausen offers reassurances for those who are in this demanding and 
exhausting role. 

Many additional titles are found on the shelves marked for Family Life and 
Christian Living in the Library. Come and explore other sections in the Library as 
well. You might find a new Bible study you hadn’t considered before, or a book 
of devotions targeted to one of your many vocations. Please sign out anything 
you borrow in the white binder on the top of the shelves. 

 

ATTN: Thrivent Members 

Don’t forget to request your 2020 “Choice Dollars” for Immanuel! Log in at Thrivent.com/
choice or simply call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836. You must specify a request in order for 
the funds to be given. 
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The purpose of this article is to share God’s Word so 
that our members will better understand who we are to 
be and what we are to do in the light of the Scriptures. It 
is our hope that this publication will help you grow in 
your relationship with the Lord and as a Christian 
steward. 

Sharing the Christmas Story 

The season of Advent provides opportunity for us to 
reflect on God’s great love for us fallen sinners that has 
caused Him to send His very own Son Who came for 
the ungodly, even for those who will never 
acknowledge His sacrifice and who reject His free gift 
of salvation. 

Along with the joy that we have in our Savior, 
especially at this time of the celebration of His birth, the 

knowledge that not all 
experience this joy 
brings a sorrow to us as 
it does to the heart of 
our Lord. 

Just as God in His love 
sent His Son into this 
world to save the lost, 
so we are now sent to 
tell others of that love. 
Our church’s mission is 
to follow Paul’s 

admonition to Timothy: “Devote yourself to the public 
reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching. 
Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, 
because if you do, you will save both yourself and your 
hearers” (1 Timothy 4:13, 16). Together we preach and 
teach the Word from the pulpit and through our Bible 
classes. Together we strive to live as Christ would have 
us live, persevering by grace, in order that we might 
bring glory to God and extend His Kingdom. We are 
grateful for this partnership in the Gospel and for your 
gifts of time, talents, and financial resources that you so 
willingly share in order to carry out God’s work on 
earth. 

God’s blessings on your Christmas worship and 
celebration with loved ones. 

 

Giving to Jesus 

Christmas is such a wonderful time of the year because 
we get the opportunity to celebrate the wondrous gift of 
God’s Son, Jesus. Because of God’s gift to us on the 
very first Christmas, Christmas has become a gift-
giving season. With so many people to give gifts to 
such as sons and daughters, moms and dads, aunts and 
uncles, grandmas and grandpas, etc., it is difficult to 
find the right gift for 
everyone. God has no 
such problems. He knew 
exactly what each person 
needed. In fact, He knows 
our needs better than we 
know them, and He knew 
them before we were ever 
born. And the timing of 
His most indescribable 
gift was perfect. “When 
the time had fully come, 
God sent His Son, born of a woman, born under law, to 
redeem those under law, that we might receive the full 
rights of sons” (Galatians 4:4). 

How do we respond to what God has given us? 
Shouldn’t we be asking, “What have I given to Him?” 
Certainly, we don’t go to the malls to shop for Jesus. 
The greatest gifts we can give Him are not found there 
anyway. The best gift that we can possibly give Him is 
our hearts and to show Him our love by faithfully and 
obediently doing what He asks of us. God is pleased 
when we allow Him to work through us as channels of 
His love to others. We will remain His channels when 
we stay focused on the most indescribable gift, the gift 
of Jesus. 

May we all keep Christ as the heart of our Christmas 
and make Jesus the reason for our joy. 

Tell the Good News 

Here we are, ready to celebrate the birth of Christ – a 
major event, even for those who don’t believe in Him. 
Today this celebration is heralded back in October, or at 
least November, by merchants filling their shelves with 
enticing gifts, decorations, cards, and all the trappings 
of Christmas. 

Steward Builders 
To help you grow as a steward. 
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Friday night Bible study fellowship 

Seniors meet online 

How different from the first Christmas! Mary and Jo-
seph settled down in an inn. There were no photogra-
phers waiting outside to snap the first picture of the new 
king. No one knew what was happening! No one, that is, 
except for the parents and the host of Heaven who made 
the announcement. But to whom was this announcement 
made? To the powerful who would speed through the 
towns and villages, spreading the news? No, to shep-
herds who were outcasts, hired hands who were so low 
on the social scale that they weren’t even allowed to 
give testimony in a court of law. They weren’t even al-
lowed to come into the Temple. 

Yet these were the ones chosen by God to tell the good 
news. These wretched creatures saw the angels with 
“...the glory of the Lord [shining] around them...” They 
heard the message the angels brought: “Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is 
Christ the Lord... You will find a baby... lying in a man-
ger” (Luke 2:9,11,12). They saw, they listened, and then 
they went to see for themselves. After receiving the 
Good News, they spread it. “When they had seen Him, 
they spread the word concerning what had been told 
them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds said to them” (Luke 2:17-18). 

If lowly shepherds could tell the story, can’t we as well? 
“All who heard it were amazed,” Luke writes, but he 
doesn’t say all believed. All we’re asked to do is tell the 
story. How could fear, uncertainty, or apathy hold us 
back? This is the biggest news mankind has ever re-
ceived! As stewards of the Gospel, we have no choice 
but to follow the example of the shepherds and “spread 
the word concerning what has been told [us] about this 
child.” 

Blessings on Your Stewardship Journey! 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
If you have any prayer requests, please email prayers@immanuelolivette.org. In your request, 
please note in your email:  

1. Your name or your desire to be anonymous 

2. Your prayer request 

3. Whether or not you would like this to be shared with only Pastor or with Immanuel members who 
signed up to receive our prayer chain 

4. How long you would like us to petition your prayer request (a week, until a specific date, a month, 
indefinitely? etc) 

 

GIVING 
For those who are looking for how to go about tithing or giving to the 
green envelope project that contributes to improving the security of our 
facility, visit the Give+ page of our website or contact the church office: 
314-993-2394 

 http://immanuelolivette.org/givepluschurch.html 

mailto:prayers@immanuelolivette.org
http://immanuelolivette.org/givepluschurch.html
http://immanuelolivette.org/givepluschurch.html
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Deadline 

For February/
March issue 

January 10  

Articles can be placed in the Anchor 
Mailbox in the fellowship hall or  e-mailed 

in a Microsoft Word document type 
format (*.doc) to 

anchor@immanuelolivette.org   

Elder Zone Assignments 
Zone Elder 

1 (A-B) Tom Murray 

2 (C-F) Mel Ballenger 

3 (G-I) Jerry Edsen 

4 (J-L) Dave Bunte 

5 (M) Phil Weinstein 

6 (N-R) Jeff Carter (Chm.) 

7 (S) Dan Krenning 

8 (T-Z) Norb Loebs  

SUPPORT LESA! 
Each year our Lutheran Elementary School Association hosts the big Brew in 
the Lou event. Due to COVID-19 they are getting creative with this event. 
Instead of having one big event, meet the 12 month Passport! For the one-time 
cost of just $30, you’ll get exclusive access to $300 in beverages, menu items 
and special discounts at 30 of your favorite breweries, distilleries, wineries, 
restaurants, and retailers.  Since it’s good for an entire year expiring Oct. 9, 
2021, you can support Lutheran schools – and businesses hurt by the pandemic 
– all year long.  Brew in the Lou Passports make excellent gifts for the holidays 
(and birthdays) for friends, family members, co-workers, clients, customers and 
employees. visit  www.LESAstl.org  

https://shoutout.wix.com/so/78NIxcSug/c?w=ug9Wp93bZZIuC5DlVtJW6QE5B3gnthermRfnn2FnT_M.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9sZXNhc3RsLm9yZy9icmV3LWluLXRoZS1sb3UvIiwiciI6IjgwNDNhMmYwLTMwOTYtNDg3MS1kYWNhLWNiNWU5MmRkZGQxZCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6IjZiZmY2NmM2LTU5OTItNDgxMC05OTYyLTBjM
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Our Mission Statement:  
Connected in Christ—Compassion for All 

 
1 2 

 
 
 
 

3 
 
9:30-10:30 Quilters 

4 5 

 
 
 
5:00 Worship 
 

6 
8:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
5:00 Confirmation Classes 
6:30 Sr. High Youth  

7 

 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
10:00-11:00 Communion 
11:00 Ladies Bible Study 
 
 

9 

 
 
 
 
5:00-6:00 Communion 
7:00 Advent Service 

10 

 
9:30-10:30 Quilters 
 
 

11 

 
 
 
 

12 

 
 
 
 
5:00 Worship 
 

13 
8:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 
5:00 Confirmation Classes 
6:30 Sr. High Youth  

14 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
10:00-11:00 Communion 
11:00 Ladies Bible Study 
 
 

16 

 
 
 
5:00-6:00 Communion 
7:00 Advent Service 

17 
 
9:30-10:30 Quilters 
 
 
 

18  

 
 

19 

 
 
 
 
5:00 Worship 

20 
8:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
5:00 Confirmation Classes 

21  
 
 
 
 
 

22 

 
10:00-11:00 Communion 
11:00 Ladies Bible Study 
 

23  

 
 
 
5:00-6:00 Communion 
7:00 Advent Service 

24 Christmas Eve 

 
 
5:00 Family Worship 
6:30 Worship 
8:30 Candlelight Worship 

25 Christmas 

8:00 Communion Worship 
10:00 Communion Worship 
 
 
 

26 

 
 
 
 
 

27 

8:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 
5:00 Confirmation Classes 
6:30 Sr. High Youth 

28 

 
 
 
 
 

29 

 
10:00-11:00 Communion 
11:00 Ladies Bible Study 
 
 

30 

 
 
 
 
5:00-6:00 Communion 

31New Year’s Eve 

 
 

 
 
5:00 Worship 

 

DECEMBER 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 

 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Worship 

Sunday Morning Schedule  
Immanuel:  
8:00 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

Sunday Morning Schedule  
Light of Christ: 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Sunday School 

   

3 

8:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
 
5:00 Confirmation Classes 

4 
 
 
 

5 
 
10:00-11:00 Communion 
11:00 Ladies Bible Study 

6   

 
 
 
 
 
5:00-6:00 Communion 

7 

 
 
9:30-10:30 Quilters 

8 

 
 
 
 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

10 

8:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
 
5:00 Confirmation Classes 
6:30 Sr. High Youth  

11 
 
 
 
 
 

12 

 
10:00-11:00 Communion 
11:00 Ladies Bible Study 
 
 
 

13 

 
 
 
 
 
5:00-6:00 Communion 

14 

 
 
9:30-10:30 Quilters 

15 

 
 
 

16 

 
 
 
5:00 Worship 
 
 

17 
8:00 Worship 
10:30 Worship 
 
 
 
5:00 Confirmation Classes 

18 
 
 
 
 
 

19 

 
10:00-11:00 Communion 
11:00 Ladies Bible Study 
 
 

20 

 
 
 
 
 
5:00-6:00 Communion 

21  
 
9:30-10:30 Quilters 

22 

 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

 
 
 
 
 
 

24  

5:00 Confirmation Classes 
6:30 Sr. High Youth  
 

31 
5:00 Confirmation Classes 
6:30 Sr. High Youth  

25 

 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
10:00-11:00 Communion 

27 
 
 
 
5:00-6:00 Communion 

28 29 30 
 
 
 
 
5:00 Worship 

JANUARY 2021 
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Return Service Requested 

Schedule 
Worship Services by Reservation with Holy Communion 

Celebrated: 

Saturdays – 5:00 pm 

Sundays – 8:00 am (Live streamed YouTube) and 10:30 am 

Holy Communion by Appointment 

Tuesdays – 10:00-11:00 am 

Wednesdays – 5:00-6:00 pm 

Light of Christ Worship  

Sundays – 10:30 am (also Live streamed on YouTube) 

Holy Communion served 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month 

(See Advent/Christmas service schedule on front) 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTmYf__HOG_XlRpVHeTC0gdFEHY28tI5hBjKWiKCnF0NLhKw/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/c/immanuellutheranchurcholivette
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040944acab2aa4f58-communion
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXiCiKfKkJYeW-WVgwvGZsQ

